
 

 

Dear Haller Families, 
 

I can hardly believe we are getting ready to celebrate Dr. Seuss and St. Patrick’s Day because that means it is March 

already. Whew! This has been a busy year so far. 
 

We celebrate reading and honor Dr. Seuss by participating in Read Across America Day. This is an exciting day for the 

Sequim School District in that High School students come to Helen Haller for about 30 minutes and listen to and read 

with our students. It is a yearly event that warms my heart. It’s fun to see siblings get together or former Haller 

students come back almost all grown up. The joy of living in a small town; getting to watch kids grow through the years. 
 

The Haller Big 3 – Respectful, Responsible and Safe – The Big 3 is the common language we use around our school. 

Here are some fun ways to focus on Respect: 
 

Be “super” respectful…..Being respectful is one way your youngster can build strong relationships with teachers, 

classmates, and family members. Here are tips for helping them understand and show respect.  
 

Imagine your powers! If your child were a respect “superhero,” what would their superpowers be? Let them draw a 

picture of themself in this role. They might be carrying a backpack full of supplies for writing thank-you notes. Or 

perhaps they will be wearing a bracelet with a “grabber” that picks up litter to show respect for the environment. 
 

Roll for respect…. Have your youngster number a sheet of paper 1–6. Beside each number, they could list a person 

(custodian, bus driver, neighbor). Take turns rolling a die and naming a way to show respect for that person. If 2 is for 

bus driver, they might say, “Follow bus rules.” That demonstrates respect for the job they do. 
 

Write a poem…. Suggest that your child write the word RESPECT down the left side of a sheet of paper. They can make 

an acrostic poem by writing a way to show respect that begins with each letter in the word. Examples: “Really listen 

when others speak” for R, “Everyone’s equal—treat them that way” for E.  
 

Shout-Out Dessert – Many of you know that students receive Cougar Shout-Outs for exhibiting the Big 3 consistently. 

We have typically celebrated with a breakfast. We are trying something new this next round of Shout-Outs; a Shout-

Out Dessert Celebration. Same place, different time, different food. If your child receives a Shout-Out, you will receive 

an invitation to the Dessert Celebration in the mail. We will ask for your feedback via a brief paper pencil survey 

afterward. We are looking forward to trying another format and celebrating with you!!! 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Mrs. Stanton  - Principal 
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Upcoming Events Calendar 
Helen Haller Elementary  

Phone: 360-582-3200 

Fax: 360-681-8543 

hhe.sequimschools.org 

SCHOOL HOURS 

 

Monday    9:15 - 2:45 

Tuesday - Friday   8:15 - 2:45  
 

March 1 5th grade HIV/AIDS Education 

March 1 Read Across America 

March 5 PTO Restaurant Night, 5-9PM, Oasis 

March 10 Daylight Savings Time begins 

March 11 PTO Meeting, 6PM, HHE Library 

March 20 4th grade concert, 7PM, SHS Auditorium 

March 21 5th grade concert, 7PM, SHS Auditorium 

March 28 
Shout-Out Dessert Celebration, 5:30PM, 

HHE Gym 

visit our website at hhe.sequimschools.org 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS! 

Percent of students who had excellent attendance (no more 

than 1 absence and 1 tardy) for the month of January. 

Kindergarten  52% 

1st Grade  56% 

2nd Grade  61% 

3rd Grade  59% 

4th Grade  65% 

5th Grade  71% 

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB NEWS 

• Pay to stay: March 1st, 6-9PM 

• Mother Son Lego Bingo Night: March 

23rd, 5:30-8:30PM. All ages 

welcome, $20 per “couple”. 

5TH GRADE ELKS CONTEST 

WINNERS 

1ST PLACE: Annabel Ellefson, Mr. Danielson 

2ND PLACE: Emma Gilliam, Mr. Danielson 

3RD PLACE:  Ahrya Klinger, Mr. Danielson 

YEARBOOK PHOTOS 

We are searching for more photos to put in the Helen Haller Yearbook. If you have some photos of your 

children or their class at school we would love to use them! 

Here is how to get the photos to us: 

1. Email them to helenhalleryearbook@hotmail.com (this works best for small numbers of photos). 

 2. Sign out a jump drive from the front office to save your photos on, then return as soon as possible (this 

works best for large numbers of photos). 

Please add the name of your child or classroom as well as the event (if there is one). 



 
SUCCESS ACADEMY 

NONVERBAL STRATEGIES IN KELSO’S CHOICES CONFLICT MANAGEMENT 

1. Wait and Cool Off: Use this strategy when it’s time to calm down and think about your choices.  Go 

somewhere to calm down.  Think about your choices and their consequences.  The trick with this choice is to 

realize that you’re getting upset and make a conscious decision to go and do something different – something 

that will give you time to relax and think things through clearly.  

2. Walk Away: This is a useful strategy to keep control of a situation and to keep control of yourself.  When 

you quietly walk away from an annoying or irritating situation, you’ve made a choice to not get involved or get 

upset, and that you are in charge of your behavior. 

3. Go to Another Game: Use this strategy when you find yourself in a frustrating situation at recess or during 

your free time at home.  Rather than staying somewhere 

that’s irritating you or making you upset, try something 

new.  You are in charge of you enjoying yourself. 

4. Ignore It: This is a powerful tool, but it’s not the easiest 

one to use and sometimes it takes a lot of practice and 

patience for this strategy to work.  Practice ignoring small 

irritations so that it becomes easier for you.   

FROM THE NURSE 

Measles spreads when a person infected with the measles virus breathes, coughs, or sneezes. It is very 

contagious. You can catch measles just by being in a room where a person with measles has been, up to 2 

hours after that person is gone, and from an infected person even before they have a measles rash. Almost 

everyone who has not had the MMR shot will get measles if they are exposed to the measles virus. 
 

The CDC recommends that people get the MMR vaccine to protect against measles, 

mumps, and rubella. Children should get two doses of MMR vaccine, starting with the 

first dose at 12 to 15 months of age, and the second dose at 4 through 6 years of age. 

Teens and adults should also be up to date on their MMR vaccination. 
 

Washington State currently has a measles outbreak, which so far has been confined to Clark and King 

Counties. Current outbreak Information can be accessed at: https://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/

IllnessandDisease/Measles/MeaslesOutbreak. 
 

During outbreaks, everyone without evidence of immunity should be brought up to date on their MMR 

vaccination.  
 

Children 18-years old or younger may get vaccines at low or no cost from their health care provider or Clallam 

County Health and Human Services (360) 417-2274. Providers may charge an office visit fee and a fee to give 

the vaccine, called an administration fee. If you cannot pay the administration fee, ask your provider to waive 

the cost. (DOH 348-279 March 2012) 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/mmr/public/index.html 

Sincerely, 

Sonja Bittner RN 

Sequim School District Nurse 



LIBRARY LINK 

Did you know that Helen Haller Library subscribes to TumbleBooks for your child to use both in school and 

outside of school? If you have internet access, you can use our subscription! TumbleBooks is an interactive 

read-aloud experience for your child and supports reading skills in developing readers. You can access our 

subscription by using the links located on the Helen Haller home page. Find the link on the left side. http://

hhe.sequimschools.org/ 

What have you been reading lately? I’m currently reading the young adult novel (ages 12 and up) Unwind by 

Neal Shusterman. If you’re a fan of dystopian series like The Hunger Games and  Divergent, this one’s for you! 

I can’t put it down! I picked this book up because I’ve had multiple friends recommend the book to me. 

Recommendations are one of the best ways to find new reading material. I don’t always love the 

recommendations but I always enjoy the discussions that follow, whether I liked the book or not. 

We are continuing to give out lots of free books in our weekly book drawing. Classroom teachers decide how 

they want their students to enter the drawing and names are drawn each week. Winning students pick out a 

free, brand new book, purchased from Scholastic with our Book Fair rewards. One of our goals at Helen Haller 

is to ensure all of our students have lots of great reading material, both at school and home. 

Questions or comments? Contact Helen Haller teacher-librarian, Sheri Kruckeberg at 

skruckeberg@sequimschools.org or 360.582.3280 

GOING OUT OF TOWN? 

District policy states that absences due to travel must be preapproved by school administration. If you are 

planning to take a trip, please stop by the office to set up an education plan with Shelley Jefferson, our 

Assistant Principal. The process is quite simple, and beneficial to your student, but must be completed prior 

to the absences in order to excuse them. 

In case you missed this in the last newsletter, the following are excusable absences: 

1. Participation in a district or school approved activity or instructional program;  

2. Illness, health condition or medical appointment (including but not limited to 

medical, counseling, dental or optometry);  

3. Family emergency, including but not limited to a death or illness in the family;  

4. Religious or cultural purpose including observance of a religious or cultural holiday or 

participation in religious or cultural instruction;  

5. Court, judicial proceeding or serving on a jury; 

6. Post-secondary, technical school or apprenticeship program visitation, or scholarship interview;  

7. State-recognized search and rescue activities consistent with RCW 28A.225.055;  

8. Absence directly related to the student’s homeless status;  

9. Absence resulting from a disciplinary/corrective action. (e.g., short-term or long-term suspension, 

emergency expulsion); and  

10. Principal (or designee) and parent, guardian, or emancipated youth mutually agreed upon approved 

activity.  




